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Kenya : What 
Princess Elizabeth and 


the Duke will not see 
By DOUGLAS ROGERS 


RINCESS ELIZABETH and the 
Duke of Edinburgh have 
Started their Commonwealth tour by 
flying to Kenya. They are spending 
afew days holiday at a pleasantly 
Situated lodige near Nyeri. But we 
Wonder .how much they will be 
Shown of the real life in Kenya. 

Th royal tours are devised, of course, 
With “te jdea of strengthening the links 
of the Commonwealth and no doubt there 
Will be suitable demonstrations of loyalty 
to the Commonwealth and to the “ Mother 
Country.” 

Kenya is something of a white man’s 
Paradise in Africa. The vast area known 
as the Highlands is not only exceptionally 
fertile, it has a temperate climate which 

Yropeans have found much to their hking. 

ig area is almost entirely reserved for 

Uropeans. 

It is unlikely that their Royal Highnesses 
Will be taken into the African reserves. 

ey went there they would find another 
Story: overcrowding and soil erosion, 
Poverty and malnutrition, and the cursed 
tsetsi-fly. 

_ Less than 50,000 square miles of Kenya 
Nas been left for over five million Africans 
and even this is not safe. Wherever Afri- 
Can lands are suspected of bearing mineral 
eposits they are set aside as “ restricted 
areas.”" The African lands are continually 
dwindling while the population is con- 

Inually increasing. 

_ The Kenya Land Petition, which is be- 
Ing organised simultaneously in Kenya and 
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Emrys Hughes, MP — 


Demand a new foreign 
policy — NOW 


| i the middle of a serious financial crisis we find ourselves faced with 
the prospect of another little war in Egypt. 

__ But although it may be a little war one must remember that even 
little wars can turn out to be very expensive these days, for armaments 


and transport are infinitely more costly than they were in the days when 


Winston Churchill took part in the 
charge of the Lancers at Omdurman 
more than half a century ago. 


i 
One wonders, however, whether Winston’s 
mentality has changed greatly. He will 
probably take the view that Britain can 
act in Eeypt as we did in the old days, ir- 
| fespective of world opinion, the fact that 
the Middle East is surging with unrest, 
that there will be strong sympathies with 
Egypt, both in India and Pakistan, and that 
in America too there is a strong under- 
current of criticism of British imperialism. 


Headaches for the War Office 


In military circles there will be a good 
deal of cursing of Britain at seeing another 
front developing and another war blowing 
up which was not ineluded in the caleula- 
tions of the Pentagon when drawing up the 
three years rearmament programme. 


IN TOKYO 


Vm giving the Japanese 


some straight talk 


The following are extracts from 


a letter written by Muriel Lester, 


Travelling Secretary of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, when 
she was visiting Japan in September last. They are taken from the December 


News Letter of the IFoR. 


T’S difficult to describe the pre- 

vailing mood. One public meeting 
Was advertised as commemorating 
the signing of the Peace Treaty, yet 
he Chairman reinforced my argu- 
Ments by a stirring appeal to the big 
audience to withstand rearmament 
With the whole force of their being. 


‘the resounding applause that tollows my 
talks is not just Japanese good manners. 
And I’m talking rather straight, giving 

€m some eye witness descriptions of what 
their soldiers and drug ‘pedlars and smug- 
Slers and bombs did to the Chinese people. 

teli them I’ve lived for months at a time 
Under their occupation of China and_ have 
S€en the brutal look on their men’s faces; 
*nd then I te!l of the delight which was felt 
by peace-minded folk all over the world 
hen we got news that in their new consti- 
“he they had wholly renounced the war 

od. 


. % 
DAD 


On Sept. 1 the Japanese FoR was part 
ft a Peace Rally of 20,000 people—quite 
DI €nomenal here. It included Trade 

Nionists (non-Communist), a fine new un- 
Smpromising Buddhist group, the various 
omen’s groups and our FoR. These form 

® new National Congress for Peace which 
~~. 


Distiked army and foreign policy 


FEEL I have done my share. Kings 
aj die, they are replaced; Prime Ministers 
«.) they are replaced; it is sheer non- 
Tpuse_ to say anyone is irreplaceable,” said 
hep PA Hutchinson of Maltby, summoned 
W Tore the Rotherham magistrates last 
peck for refusing to report for 15 days 

‘ning as a Z-Reservist. 
dytle had served for six years in the Army 
co, ae the war, but said he had now be- 
le a conscientious objector, though both 
for local and appellate tribunals had re- 
Sed to recognise him as such. 


Tutehinson said that he hated Army life, 
Would not tolerate it any more. He 


” 


als : . 5 
Dole tisasreed with the country’s foreign 
atte was fined £10, and ordered to pay 


a week 


is organising itself in every prefecture 
(county). hey’ve held numeroug open-air 
mectings in the strects of Tokyo, in parks 
and temple grounds. 


This inclusive National Congress held its 
first delegate meeting in Tokyo on Friday 
and 1 was asked to give a message from the 
outside world. 
rearmament. The Chairman was one of the 
Railwaymen’s Union, and on the platform also 
was the Buddhist leader, Mr. Sato, a monk 
who was an air fighter during the war. He 
has written an excellent statement on the 
situation, deploring the lack of Buddhist 
opposition to the militarists in the past. 


% 


... we reached Prince Mikase’s house for 
tea. He is the Emperor’s youngest brother 
and I'd had some taiks with him in January. 
He has attended four FoR meeting's and is 
now fixing up some extra lectures tor me in 
the University. His newest plan (just tele- 
phoned) is to arrange an interview between 


him, one other and myself at the chief press ! 


agency. 

This morning we set out at 8 o’clock for 
Gotemba, a big YMCA conference centre on 
the hills near Fujiyama. ... This Gotemba 
conference is the first to be held since the 
FoR was refounded last year. The original 
Japanese Fellowship, with Mr, Kozaki as 
chairman in the 1920’s, was formally 
abolished by the Militarists in 1943. These 
induced two of the officials to sign its doom, 
While enquiring about that sad act I heard 
that it never had been a full-blooded FoR 
because men of military age, 18-40, had 
never been admitted to membership. The 
new foundation, we may be sure, is well and 
truly laid. Members are fully aware of the 
struggle ahead of them, and they glory in 
the courage of their fellow members around 
the globe. 


* 


At the last session Paul Sekiya announced 
his determination never to give up the FoR 
or shut it, whether it meant imprisonment 
or even death. I suppose it was because of 
that that one of the young men came up to 
me as we were all going home in various 
directions, and, looking at me very steadily, 
he said in a quiet, earnest voice, ‘“‘ Miss Les- 
ter, I will stand firm. And if I die, will you 
| please remember me ?” . I asked him to give 

me his name and address and vowed I'd re- 
| member him always, whether he lived or 
ied. 


They are adamant against | 


There will be severe headaches in the 
British War Office where the problems of 
where the men are coming from for all 
the divisions demanded by General Eisen- 
hower remain as intractable as ever. 

The Labour Party can thank its stars 

that it did not win the Election by a 

narrow majority and have this new 

situation to handle. 

Herbert Morrison had announced our in- 
tention of staying in Egypt and given the 
inypression during his last days -in the 
Foreign Office that the Labour Government 
was prepared to hold its bases in Egypt by 
military force. 

If I remember rightly, Ernest Bevin once 
expressed the opinion that we could not 
stay in Egypt if the Egyptians did not want 
us there, 


They are not likely to want us to re- 
main there after the events of the last 
week. We have to make up our minds 
whether we intend to remain there per- 
manently in a state of war with the 
people of the country who, even if they 
cannot stage a first class modern war, 
can produce enough nationalists and 
fanatics to carry out’ guerilla tactics. 
Malaya has shown that such tactics can 
be difficult to meet and very costly in 
men and money for a nation like Britain. 


This will probably not worry Mr. Chur- 


chill but the Chancellor of the Exchequer | 


already had a formidable enough task with- 
out having to meet the prospect of heavy 
new expenditure in Egypt. 

Even an economic boycott of British 
goods in Egypt and the Middle East could 
add considerably to the strain in a 
country drifting into bankruptcy and faced 
with a huge rearmament programme. 


What will Labour’s attitude be? 


What attitude then is Labour going to 
take up in the next few months? 


It is clear that Churchill is not going 
to be as critical of MacArthurism in the 
Far East as was Attlee. If there is any 
mood of adventurism towards China no- 
body expects Churchill to act as a restrain- 
ing influence. 

There may be other men in the Tory 
Cabinet who are more cautious and they 
may be able to hold him back, especially if 
the Labour Opposition takes a strong stand, 
and expresses at every opportunity the 
feelings of the country. 

Churchill and the Tory Front ,Bench 
may cause considerable embarrassment 


(Continued on back page) 


_ The killing ot 
Sister Anthony 


A WARNING TO 
NEWSPAPER READERS 


From a Correspondent 


HE treatment by the Press of 
the tragedy of Sister Anthony 
shoulq be noted. It throws a good 
deal of light on the way popular 
feeling can be roused, 


In announcing the death of Sister 
Anthony the front-page headline of the 
News Chronicle was ‘‘ Murdered Nun: U.S. 
Protests.” That of the Daily Herald was 
“U.S. Envoy Acts After Rioters Shoot 
Nun.” The Herald commented: “ It is quite 
certain that it was an Egyptian bullet 
which killed the 52-year-old nun yesterday. 
No British shots went anywhere near the 
convent.” 


Both of these newspapers narrated only 
the single story, approved by General Ers- 
kine, that Sister Anthony had been deli- 
berately shot by Egyptians when she pro- 
tested against their invasion of the convent. 


Both The Times and the Manchester 
Guardian, however, while reporting this 
story, also reported the different account 
given by the Mother Superior of the Con- 
vent according to which Sister Anthony was 
shot while she was opening the side door to 
admit British troops. 


No headlines 


It now appears that it has been impossible 
to substantiate either of these stories, for 
in The Limes for Jan. 25 it was unobtru- 
sively reported from Washington that after 
a most thorough and careful investigation 
into the matter the United States Consul, 
Mr. Mulliner, had reported that he had 
been unable to determine who was re- 
sponsible for firing the fatal shot. 


It should be observed that there has been 
very little positive misrepresentation here 
(that only applies to the omission by some 
newspapers of the Mother Superior’s 
account). All that has happened is that 
there has been an immediate readiness to 
think the worst of the ‘enemy ”’ and this is 
reflected in heavy headlines; while the sub- 
sequent failure of verification gets no head- 
lines and very unostentatious treatment. 


When a whole nation is engaged in war- 
fare there is, of course, less chance of even 
this degree of scrupulousness in the hand- 
ling of the news. 


Heligoland bombing to go on 


TINHE British Land Commissioner fon the 

Heligoland area has rejected the latest 
German protests over RAF plang to resume 
practice bombing of the island, which is due 
to be handed back to the Germans on March 


He said it was regretted that the bombing 
was necessary, but pointed out that suffi- 
cient notice had been given. Britain is now 
negotiating with Germany for an alterna- 
tive target. 


Queen Juliana to President Truman — 


AID TO REFUGEES MUST GO ON 


A LETTER written last autumn by Queen 

Juliana of the Netherlands to President 
Truman, drawing his attention to the con- 
tinuing gravity of the refugee problem, to- 
gether with the President’s reply, are repro- 
duced in a circular just issued by the British 
section of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom. Both let- 
ters declare that the closing down of the 
International Refygee Organisation (which 
took place on Dec. 31, 1951), must not mean 
any slackening of efforts to re-establish 
refugees, and President Truman says that 
Congress is considering measures to allow 


immigration of a larger proportion of people | 


for whom employment is not available. 


The League’s circular also quotes the 
appeal issued to the Nations by leaders of 
five inter-governmental organisations and 
18 international voluntary organisations, 


which says “It is with a sense of urgency 
that we appeal to the peoples of all nations 
to aid both governments and voluntary or- 
ganisations-so to serve these homeless 
peoples that, together, we may create a 
world nearer to the will of God.” 


We in Britain, says the circular, have our 
part to play in helping to integrate into 
British life the quarter of a million foreign 
workers and displaced persons in our midst, 
so that they may become the ‘“‘ New British,” 
as those who emigrate to the USA ure 
looked upon as “ New Americans.” 


Russian churchmen 
reply to Quakers 


The Metropolitan Nikolai has replied on 
behalf of the Orthodox Church to the mes- 
' sage of thanks sent by the Meeting for Suf- 
termes (executive body of the Society of 
! Friends in Great Britain) for the kindly 

reception accorded to the seven Quakers 
who visited Moscow last summer. 

The Metropolitan Nikolai said that he and 
the Patriarch Alexis were most grateful for . 
the suggestion that representatives of the 
Russian Churches might make a return 
visit, and did not doubt that their recep- 

| tion would be cordial. 
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IMPERIALISM ABHORS 
VIOLENCE 


OME comments on the deplorable 

happenings in Egypt are made in 
a neigbouring column. It is our 
purpose here to offer some observa- 
tions on a certain monotony that 
obtains in regard toe the pronounce- 
ments that are made by the “great 
powers ” whenever protest by smaller 
nations against foreign domination 


takes a violent form on the part of | 


the inhabitants. 


Before the dreadful events had occurred 
in Cairo the British Embassy in that city 
had issued a warning that negotiations with 
the Egyptian Government could not be un- 
dertaken until action had been taken to end 
attacks on British Forces in the Canal Zone. 


On the same day it was announced that 
the French Government had declared that 
there could be no resumption of conversa- 
tions with the Tunisian Government until 
nationalist pressure had ceased and rioting 
had been put down. 


* 


Those who control or limit the powers of 
the Governments of the countries that are 
thus declaring themselves the victims of 
imperialism invariably combine with their 
repudiation of the validity of negotiations 
carried on wader the shadow of violence 
declarations of their disinterested_intention 
to provide the conditions in whicn the coun- 
tries they have hitherto dominated shall 
manage their own aifairs. 


Those who read these pronouncements in 
the European newspapers—whether they 
relate to ngypt, Luntsia, Indo-China, Per- 
sia or Malaya—can teel warmed by a sense 
ot their own present righteousness. They 
may have endorsed policies of imperialist 
violence, douole-dealing, torcible aisposes- 
sion of lanus, and coercive thterference with 
rights o1 seli-government in the past, but 
today their politics are reformed; they 


peoples, and for a humanity that abhdérs the 
ways of violence. 

The only violence that can legitimately 
influence the settlement, in this view, is the 
eld vivience, the violence manitested by the 
invading forces in the 19th century, that | 
providea tne position of dominance from 
which all subsequent changes 
negotiated. 


Yhe Egyptians have never been free from | 
the duress imposed by a resort to violence 
since Sir idward Malet wrote to Lord 
Granvitie in 1882: 

“JY have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that my french colleague and I 
think that the political advantages of the 
arrival of the combined squadron at 
Alexandria is so great as to override in 
consideration the danger which it might 
cause to Kiuropeans in Catro.” 


* 


The Tunisians have not been free from 
the etfects of 1oreign coercive violence since 
1sol. he evalution ot their governmental 
system, taat even today provides the trench 
residents with a privileged position, has 
taken place under the dominance of power 
derived from violence. Negotiations in both 
Tunisia and Egypt have always been “from | 
strength.” 

The violence that is being used in Egypt | 
and ‘l'unisiaisdeplorabie. 1t causes great sutf- 
fering and leads to much deterioration of 
character on the part of all who participate 
in it. 

We who are now engaged in spending 
£4,700 millions in preparation for 


have been 


ever, are in no moral position to condemn 
it because_of the wreck and disaster it 
creates in Ismailia and Cairo, in Sousse, 
Bizerta and elsewhere. 


Pacifists would be glad to see the Egyp- 
tians and Tunisians opposing the effects of 
foreign domination by methods, of non- 
violent resistance. 


We helieve that although this would re- 
quire a greater steady courage it would be 
less costly in life, would be more effective, 
would not have the effect of leading to an 
increasing deterioration of character on 
both sides, but on the contrary would shed a 
moral light on the condition of the world 
today. 


We should be even more glad to see the 
Western Governments going into these 
negotiations as equal participants, dis- 
avowing the advantages that derive from 
the possession that is “nine points of the 
law ” and that follows from the fraud and 
violence of the past, and bringing to tiuuse 
discussions the contrition that follows from 
the admission of earlier wrong-doing, their 
single motive being to remedy the wrongs 
they have inflicted upon their former 
victims. 


stand for a new outlook on the rights ; 


Violence in Egypt — 

SERIES of tragic events has 

followed the decision of Nahas 
Pasha’s Watdist Government to ab- 
rogate the 1936 Treaty, and the 
British Government’s equally firm 
but incompatible decision to stand on 
its rights. 


Last week the main line of communication 
through Ismailix was denied to British 
troops by “ terrorists’? who attacked them 
from local houses, while a quantity of 
ammunition was discovered in the cemetery. 
By the order of General Sir George Erskine 
the so-called ‘native quarter” of Ismailia 
was occupied by British troops, who 
searched the homes and evicted many fami- 
lies, some inevitably innocent. These vic- 
tinis sharply increased the friction between 
the two communities. 


Last Friday British troops attacked the 
Ismailia barracks of recaleitrant Eyvyptian 
police, killing 41 policemen and wounding 
many more. On Saturday violent rioting 
broke out in Cairo, which included attacks 
on Shepheard’s famous hotel, the head- 
quarters in Egypt of Barclay’s Bank, and 
OAC planes at Farouk Airport. Later 
that day King Farouk proclaimed martial 
law, and on Sunday dismissed the Prime 
Minister, Nahas Pasha, and called on his 
chief opponent, Aly Maher Pasha, to form 
a new Ministry. 

In his broadeast while still in office, 
Nahas Pasha declared that he was even 
more grieved by the Cairo riots than by 
British action against the auxiliary police. 
Monday’s Times editorial may have been 
right in saying that the chief responsibility 
lies with the Egyptian Government,“ which 
took the first step without clearly foreseeing 
the consequences,” but it rightly added that 
“the House of Commons ... will want a 
closer account of British policy and of the 
military reasoning which led first to the 
destruction of the village near Suez and 
then to the tragic incident at Ismailia.” The 
whole sequence of disasters provides the 
clearest possible example of the truth con- 
stantly proclaimed by this newspaper, that 
violence always begets violence and only a 
new pattern of behavioux can interrupt the 
vicious circle. 

Aly Maher Pasha is reported to be as 
unfriendly to Britain as his predecessor, but 
any Egyptian Premier who advocated 
friendliness with the occupying forces would 
certainly be regarded as a Quisling. At 
least the change of government gives an 
opportunity for a new approach, which 
should aim at a short-range reconciliation, 
and the long-range creation of a stable 
Middle East with the co-operation of all the, 
Arab peoples. 


and violence in films 


T first sight the premiére of the 

“Quo Vadis” seems a long 
way from catastrophe in Egypt, but 
Mr. Christopher Mayhew, M.P., like 
ourselves, would probably perceive a 
connection. 


Last Friday he and his wife walked out 
during the first performance, on the ground 
that the Coliseum scenes were revolting 
spectacles of “extreme cruelty and vio- 
lence’ created by MGM for popular enjoy- 
ment. The film, he added, gives ‘“ the 1m- 
pression of coming from a society as deca- 
dent as Nero’s Rome.” 


We have often commented on the univer- 
sal blunting of sensibilities which follows 
the brutalities of war. These are not least 
apparent in the uncritical acceptance of 
public exhibitions which inelude not only 
pictures of .battle atrocities, but gangster 
tilms and news-reels of boxing matches. 
Even after the First World War, the 
nerves and stomachs of spectators would 
have been revolted by gruesome details 
which they now contemplate with equa- 


' nimity. 


Mr. Mayhew has performed a service in 
emphasising the damage done to public 
standards by this type of decadence, which 
makes its direct contribution to the violence 
in Egypt, in Korea, and in a dozen other 
areas where “the human predicament ”’ has 
exploded into savage crisis. 


| Catholics and War 


immeasurable violence in the future, how- | 


iB its leading article on Jan. 18, 
the Catholic Herald refers to an 
attempt to create confusion among 
Catholics with regard to the Church’s 
teaching on war. 

This is an, important aim of the Com- 
munists, we are told, and has recently had 
a measure of success. Two newsp2pers 
are referred to in particular as having par- 
ticipated in this work. Those are Peace 
News and the Birmingham Post! 

Peace News has had several comments on 
the discussion taking place among Catholics 
on the Christian attitude to war. In the 
main these have been directed to arguments 
that have been advanced in the Catholic 
Herald itself. The Catholic Herald’s leader 
ignores these and refers to our quotations 
from Le Monde in Peace News for Jan. 11. 


The paragraph specially cited the 
_ following: 


“This drew 


is 


upon him a_ disclaimer 


from the Holy See, which disapproved in 
particular of his third point and empha- 
sised the duty of Catholics to obey the 
constituted authority of their country and 
to carry out their military obligations 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


‘whatever the nature of the war in which 

they are involved.’ (Le Monde, Dec. 18).” 

The writer says that he has been unable 
to trace any such disclaimer and goes on to 
remark that the wording is highly sus- 
picious “since it is basic Catholie theology 
that if a war is without doubt unjust, no 
Catholic may participate in it.” 

Well, the responsibility for the quoted 
comment is Le Monde’s, and when the 
Catholic Herald has completed its enquiries 
it may be able to demonstrate that there is 
no justification for attributing to the Holy 
See the injunction referred to. But will it 
make any practical difference ? 


Will the body of pronouncements put out 

by the Holy See, and interpreted by Catho- 
lic theologians everywhere, provide the 
lightest guidance for the young Catholic 
called upon, to kill men, women and _ child- 
ren in warfare, other than to encourage him 
to act upon the directions of his Government 
and go out to kill. 

In both World Wars I and II, not only 
was there no single belligerent engaged 
whose case was declared to be “ without 
doubt ” unjust, on the contrary, in every 
case the Catholic hierarchy concerned was 
ready to give assurances that the case of its 
own Government was without doubt just. 


Peace News is certainly not Communist, 
although, like the writers of the New 
Testament, it is prepared to use the word 
peace; and so far from seeking to ereale 
confusion regarding the Catholic teaching 
on war, what we should like to do is to 
i a little light into the obscurity we find 

ere, 


The new Wehrmacht 


BES nis backroom the Commis- 
sioner for Security in the West 
German Government, Herr Blank, 
has produced an estimate of the com- 
position of the proposed German 
cone tion to the Western defence 
plan: 


156,000 men in 12 divisions, of which six 
would be armoured with 2,000 tanks, 
three would be panzer troops with 500 
tanks, and three motorised infantry 
with 90 tanks; and 


75,000 men and 1,500 fighters and light 
bombers for an air force. 


Herr Blank admitted that he saw no way 
in which such a force could be raised apart 
from selective conscription which would in- 
volve universal military service for all men 
between 19 and 21 years for a period of 18 
months on a selective basis. 


But such an army has to be officered, and 
these are to be recruited voluntarily from 
ex-servicemen of the recent war between the 
ages of 24 and 27. It is estimated that 
initially 30,000 will be needed to form train- 
ing schools, but that these will be increased 
subsequently to 80,000. As for the senior 
officers there are sufficient “ well tried” 
generals available. 

Herr Blank’s total force is therefore over 
a quarter of a million, supported with tanks 
and an air force, and exceeds in size the 
army which attacked France and the Low 
Countries in 1940. 


He has made it plain that such an army, 
though a part of the Western defence force, 
would rot be integrated into a European 
army, but would be a German army, offi- 
cered by Germans and trained and main- 
tained as separate German divisions. 


Rumour has it that Herr Blank has seeret 
plans to increase its size to 14 million, but 
even without this increase Germany wi!! be 
well on the way to the establishment of a 
new Wehrmacht, equipped and ready to act 
at any moment on its own as an indepen- 
dent army for its own purposes. 


‘German TU attitude 


HE West German Trade Unions 
have announced support for re- 
armament on the ground that 
Eastern rearmament makes it neces- 
sary for the Western powers to be 
ready to defend themselves. 


They have that much in common with the 
Trade Union movement in Britain, but 
otherwise the resemblance between the two 
movements is not so close. 


When after a lapse of 12 years the Trade 
Unions in Western Germany were reformed, 
the new pattern was influenced by two 
considerations: 


1. The almost complete failure of the Ger- 
man workers to resist Hitler’s rise to 
power, due to the existence of a num- 
ber of bitterly opposed Trade Unions; 
and 

. The feeling that the rebuilding cf Ger- 
many was more important than shades 
of political opinion. 

The result was a single Union, centrally 
administered and sub-divided into 13 so- 
called “ pillars” representing the different 
industries. 

The new arrangement has, of course, all 
the weaknesses of its virtues, particularly 
where the Union attempts to be active in 


the political field. Political decision can 
only be taken on the basis of the lowest com- 
mon denominator, and at the same time 
minority opinion gets little or no chance to 
penetrate to the highest level where it 
could find expression in public utterances. 

The Trade Union's decision to support re- 
armament is probably due to the fact that 
Communism is weak in Western Germanys 
and that the Social Democrats are not i 
opposed to rearmament on principle, but if | 
possible more opposed to Communism than 
the Christian Democrats. 

As far as the Bonn Government is con- 
cerned Lhe decision will be regarded as 4 
considerable victory, but it must be remem- 
bered that on the local level it may in many 
cases have been arrived at by the barest 
majority, Although the Trade Union has 
not split over the issue of rearmament, the 
real strength of cohesion, if put to the lest 
is at least doubtful. 

It may break when the full impact of 
what Germany’s rearmament will meat 
socially and financially makes itself felt. 


The opposition grows 


HE Social Democratic Party has 

~ now officially and unanimously 
rejected the proposal for a German 
army within existing circumstances. 


If is prepared to challenge in the’ 


constitutional court the right of the 
Bundestag to appreve a German 
army as being in contradiction to the 
Basic Law. 

The Free German Democrats, allies of 

Dr. Adenauer, have also opposed conscrip- 
tion on “psychological grounds,” and the 
Centre Party led by Doctor Heineman? 
(who resigned from the Ministry of the 
Interior on this issue) 
condemn it on moral grounds. 
_ We anderstand that a movement is oD 
foot to organise opposition in the Churches; 
and in addition there is the opposition 0 
the “ Peace Front” and the pacifists. 

That the Bonn Government fear the re 


and Frau Wessel | 


sult of any discussion of the issue, and the | 


effect of the growing opposition is evidence 
by the rigorous ban on all meetings to pro- 
test against German rearmament. 


Adenauer raises the stakes 


He ADENAUER'’S support for 


all that is involved in a German 
army is due to this belief that the 


Federal Republic will only be given | 


sovereign status and accepted as 2 
full member of the European con 
munity when German soldiers are 
once more in the field. 

On the other hand, he knows that wth- 
out a strong German contribution the Evro- 
pean army will never materialise. Sq Ger- 
man rearmament has been one of-his «hie 
bargaining factors, and now he has again 
raised the stakes. 

The appointment of a French ambassador 
to the Saar is taken by the Bonn Govern- 
ment to imply the recognition of Saat 
sovereignty, which the Germans have main- 
tained could only be settled as part of 4 
peace treaty which again gave Saarlanders 
the right of self-determination. Partly t? 
keep the support of the Social Democrats 
for rearmament, partly to maintain his owt 
prestige Dr. Adenauer proposes to delay 
German co-operation in European defence 
until the position of the Saar can be 
clarified. 


Tragic irony 


It is easy to envisage the power which 4 
new Wehrmacht would put into the hands 
ot a German Government. It it is so essen- 
tial a part of European defence the threat 
to delay its formation or to withdraw it 
when formed can be used whenever there is 
a diiterence between Germany and othe? 
European governments. 

In the tace of all this it is ironical that 
Mr. McCloy should reprove the German 
people for veing indifferent to the political 
structure of their country because in a re- 
cent survey in answer to the question “ Sup- 
pose a new Nazi Party tried to come t0 
power what would be your attitude ?” only 
20 per cent. replied they would do every- 
thing to prevent this happening; 80 per 
cent. they would not like it, would do noth- 
ing to stop it; 23 per cent. “did not care" 
10 per cent. would approve, but not give 
active support; 3 per cent. would do all they. 
could to help a new Nazi Party. : 

Nothing is more likely to increase the per- 
centage of those who would not oppose 4 
Nazi Party than the proposals to constitute 
a new Wehrmacht and conscript German 
youth for that purpose. 


Anxious! 


ENERAL DE GAULLE has 4 


special anxiety about the conse- 
quences of a third world war. 
America has some of its bases in Morocco: 
Now Morocco is not included tn the Atlantic 
Pact, and France has therefore “no Ameri- 
can guarantee” that after World War IIL 
“the privileged position of the French in 
Morocco” would continue to be respected. 
According to George Slocombe, who re- 
ports this anxious concern of the General's 
to the New York Herald Tribune (Jan. 14) 
his anxiety is also felt by members of some 
of the other political parties in France- 
These are presumably, like General de 
Gaulle himself, to be classified among the 
“realist” politicians. 
General de Gaulle, incidentally, hones t? 
get similar pledges from Washington re’ 


garding the American bases in France t? 
those that Mr. Churchill has already 
received. 
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Indian pacifist 
visits China 


“CHEEK TO THINK 
INDIA LEADS EAST” 


“WT seems a bit of cheek on our 


part to think that India leads 
the East. China is miles away before 
us,” says Mr. J. C. Kumarappa in a 
letter written during a tour of China 
last autumn. 


Mr. Kumarappa is the Chairman of the 
All-India Village Industries Association and 
was closely associated with Mahatma 
Gandhi, and this and other letters from 

hina are published in “Gram Udyog 
Patrika,” the organ of the Association, for 
November and December 1951. 


In Canton, says Mr. Kumarappa, there 
Was complete simplicity. There were no 
Conspicuous rich, all were more or less alike. 

In another letter he returns to the same 
Subject and speaks of the way in which the 
€aders share the life of the people. The 

hairman Mao Tse-tung himself gets the 
€quivalent of 600 rupees a month (about 

45), two Cabinet Ministers to whom Mr. 
‘umarappa spoke get about 450 rupees a 
Month and the volunteers who Jooked after 
the Indian visitors got about a third of that, 

Below we give some further extracts from 
the letters: 

“Russia has not the overwhelming in- 
fluence we imagine. Soviel Communism is 
based on large scale production and 
hationalisation, while China believes in pri- 
Yate property, though limited, and small 
Scale industries. It is primarily based on 
@frarian reform and agricultural improve- 

ent. 


: * * 


, ‘The landlordism, which was parasitic, 
4s been abolished but rich peasants, who 
Cultivate, are left untouched. Till now 
nants paid anything from 50 to 100 per 


' Cent. of the produce as the landlord’s share. 
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> 1s hag gone, so the cultivator gets the full 
€nefit, of his labour. The land tax comes to 
about 13 per cent. of the produce and is col- 
€cted in kind. This is one of the major 
Steps in dealing with inflation. Govern- 
Ment pays its military personnel and 
‘teachers in kind. There is no terrorism ex- 
“enting drastic handling of landlords who 
attempted a violent revolt. Their lands 
lave been confiscated, but to those who 
Wished to till the soil the same rehabilitation 
Measures given to other farmers were 
&xtended.” 


> * - 


one tem Tientsin: “ As we went up North 
But the aid of cleanliness became lower... 
ted e people were industrious and well- 
Sah have never seen outside the USA 
Villa quantities of food at low rates. The 
thine children are well-dressed; if any- 
ome they have too much clothing, with cot- 
n shoes made in their own homes. 


* * * 


eae 


4 From Nanking: “China has pulled itself 
4? not merely through the measures taken 
y the Gevernment but largely because of 
we character of the people. They do not 
“lieve in religion but they are conscientious 
“nd honest. Everywhere you meet 
“Miling faces. This is the true test of good 
Sovernment and prosperity.” 


- 
ONE DEATH PER WEEK 


URING 1951 an average of one newspaper 

Or periodical per week suffered death, 

Stension or that fate which is often worse 
nN death—merger. 


Verdict: Death from financial strangulation. 


aqbeath is no respecter of persons. The epi- 
—Mic has carricd off publications of all classes 
tear’ Spapers, magazines, sport, trade and 
| tre icat journals, and even—such is the irrey- 
Mee of the age—an Anglican weekly. 

panne a recent round-up of opinion among 
ex Ushers shows that in 1952 the casualties are 
Pected fo be even higher. 


prs with human beings, so with journals: the 
*Sent preoccupation with “Security” is 


in ing earthly existence progressively more 
Secure, 


fea Go not mourn all these deaths. Singularly 
Dy tears fall upon this paper as I write. No 
Mes, no libel action—but of some of the 
& ers which have passed away one can truly 
vat the world is sweeter for their passing. 
if certain Flect Street rumours are justified 
World will shortly be sweeter still. 


| Ding foe tne newspapers—as most of them 
| Duin? same sort of news and present to the 

thei, the same false picture of world affairs, 
8 te Seclining numbers have little effect on the 
| of public enlightenment. 


“uJ 
Da, Virat is imnortant is to keep alive those few 
Wh 2 which represent minority opinion and 
Dhra existence alone gives meaning to the 
8° “ The Freedom of the Press.” 


tiyj, ™isston to live means little if the cost of 

‘rage IS too high; and rising prices in a demo- 

tho, <Conomy can have the same effect on our 
S as a totalitarian government. 


as have the freedom; all we need now is the 


“t price of it. 
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Co, 
Tottibutions since Jan. 18: £29 9 
- : is. 1d. 
Al for 1952: £89 17s. 6d. 


! € 
peace *e, make cheques, etc., payable to 
3° Riws Ltd. and address them to 
Blac, ain, Treasurer, Peace News, 


lackstock, Road, N.4. 


At the London Tribunal 


LOVING YOUR ENEMIES 


The Hargreaves version 


By MARY WILLIS 


S at Bristol, so also in London, conscientious objectors appearing 
before the Tribunal often quote Christ’s injunction “love your 


enemies.” 


inclined” to 


Judge Wethered, at Bristol the other day, said he was “almost 
think this teaching immoral. 


Judge Hargreaves, the 


Chairman of the London Tribunal, has another line of approach. 


He told a young man at last Friday’s 
sitting that the word “enemies ” used in 
the original was the one used for private 
and not political enemies, and added, ‘“ Most 
people think that the Sermon on the Mount, 
when it talks about loving your enemies, 
was a direction as to how to treat people 
in private life, and not in the case of 
warfare.” 

He was addressing Robin Etherington, of 
High Salvington, Sussex, and he went on 
to quote the case of the Roman centurion, 
whom Christ commended for ‘his faith, and 
pointed out that He did not condemn him 
for his calling as a soldier. “ The fact that 
Christ was so amazed at his faith showed 
that He hardly expected it from a cen- 
turion,” retorted Etherington. 


Etherington, who is an attender at 
Friends’ meetings, said in his statement 
“JT have spent nearly two years closely 
considering the question of pacifism, and 
my findings are ithat I eannot claim to be 
a true servant and follower of Jesus if I 
support any form of war.” He was given 
conditonal exemption, and hopes to join the 
FAU International Service. 


John Martin Scott, a young Quaker who 
is already a member of FAUIS, said, “ God 
brought men into the world to lead a peace- 
ful life and treat all men as brothers. I 
believe I can be of more assistance to the 
country and the world by continuing the 
contsructive and much-needed work I am 
already doing.” He was granted condi- 
tional exemption. 


Saw war in Italy 


“T believe that with more understanding 
and more commonsense the crime of war 
could be avoided,’ said Giovanni Vernazza, 
a barman at the Savoy Hotel. “ During 
the war I was in Italy, and I saw what war 
really meant, and what it does to people. 

have seen close relatives and friends 
killed in the most dreadful fashion.” 

“In your mind, what is ‘the difference 
between puting down wrong in the case of 
individual murderers and putting down 
wrong in the case of a nation doing 
wrong?” the chairman asked him. 

“YT believe that the police force is trying 
to protect people, but wars are trying to 
destroy them.” 

“Don’t you think soldiers are trying to 
protect people? ” 

“That is what they are led to believe. 
They should protect them another way; 
by trying to stop wars.” 

He too was granted conditional exemp- 
tion. 

A 9-page treatise arguing the case for 
pacifism was submitted by Adrian Kekwick, 
of Holland-on-Sea, Essex. He said that his 
father and brother were also pacifists, and 
that he hoped to train as a teacher, and 
was not prepared to join an organisation 
which was training to destroy men, women 
and children. His application was dismissed 
on the ground that he had not given any 
consideration to the case against pacifism. 


Anarchist objector 


John Slade, a male nursing orderly of 
Little Marlow, Bucks, told the tribunal that 
his objection to military service was a 
political one, based on the ethics of anar- 
chism. “I recognise that I am a member 
of the State,” he said, “but at the same 
time I am a member of a larger associa- 
tion, the human race. I cannot enter into 
an organisation the whole of whose purpose 
is war, whether offensive or defensive.” 


“The principles of anarchism are mutual 
aid,” he explained. “Instead of the econo- 


German Quakers 
and CO rights 


"PHE Society of Friends in Germany has 

sent a lettex to the Ministry for Home 
Affairs in the Bonn Government pointing 
out that Friends must refuse every privilege 
in any possible forthcoming legislation con- 
cerning conscientious objection. 

“Tt is our conviction,” the letter says, 
“that a decision taken on grounds of con- 
science is not only possible in the case of 
members of a religious society like ours, 
but also for those who do not belong to any 
religious community at all.” 


It also draws attention to a statement 
presented by Young Friends to the German 
Yearly Meeting in 1951, in which they said 
that the right to refuse military service was 
no special privilege for certain categories 
amongst those liable for military service; 
still less an act of mercy on the part of the 
State, but a fundamental human right, 
arising directly from the fundamental right 
te freedom of conscience. 


As mentioned in recent issues of Peace 
News, the Basic Laws of the West German 
Federal Republic contain a clause provid- 
ing that “ No German can be forced to ser- 
vice with arms against his conscience,” but 
no legislation has yet been enacted to pro- 
vide for the administrative implementation 
of the clause. 


mic forces of one country working against 
the economic forces of another country, they 
should be integrated.” 


Dr. A. K. Jameson, who appeared as a 
witness for Slade, said, “‘ He believes that it 
is absolutely wrong to resist aggression by 
violence. He believes that a nation should 
resist non-violently, He has studied Gandhi 
and believes in the doctrine of non- 
violence.” 


Slade was refused exemption, the 
chairman remarking, “ We think that this 
applicant’s aspirations may ‘be genuine 
enough, but the whole thing remains in the 
realm of aspiration. There is not really 
any case before us as to what the appli- 
eant ought or ought not to do in the world 
as it is.” 


Forgotten policy that 
must be revived 


Disarmament, by Prof. J. B. Bernal. 
British Peace Committee, 6d. 


rps pamphlet sets out again, briefly 
and pointedly, the dangers of re- 
armament, which has never yet prevented 
a war. The strange thing is that in the 
present stage of rearmament even the 
statesmen know the danger and are aware 
of the cost which it will be almost im- 
possible to bear. ‘We shall eventually be 
brought to penury either by war, or the 
effort to prevent it on the wrong lines. 

Seeing the danger, how do we avoid it? 

The danger at root is lack of trust, and 
every disarmament proposal fails because 
in that, too, there is no trust. This pam- 
phlet states the case admirably for the 
Soviet disarmament proposals, and we 
could all wish they might be accepted, but 
they too are hedged about by ‘the same 
lack of trust as that shown by the Western 
Powers. 

Argument about fractional teductions 
based on the schoolyard mentality of “I 
will if you will” seem unrealistic in the 
present age. 

For pacifists the answer must still be 
disarmament by example, if disarmament 
by agreement is impossible. It is an al- 
most forgotten policy long due to be re- 
vived. We know the risk, but at least it 
is a policy demonstrating sincefity and 
faith—all others are demonstrations of its 
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“DISARM THE MIND” 


—Benegal Rau 


“Q)NE thing the UN can do almost im- 

mediately—in fact each member of the 
UN can do it unaided. And that is to dis- 
arm the mind,” said Mr. B. N. Rau, leader 
of the Indian delegation to the UN, ina 
broadcast in the USA on Dec. 30. ‘‘ We 
ean each help to do this by trying to keep 
the level of debate high.” 

“T am accustomed to an atmosphere of 
courts of law where counsel habitually re- 
fers even to his bitterest adversary as_ his 
learned friend,’” Mr. Rau added. “If we 
could import the same courtesy of language 
and tolerance of thought into the debates of 
the UN, we shall have taken the first step 
towards ‘ disarmament.’ ” 


‘THE LION AND THE 
UNICORN” 


At the small New Lindsey Theatre in 
= Notting Hill Gate is being performed, 
until Feb. 3, a play of special interest to 
pacifists. This is “ The Lion and the Uni- 
corn,” by Michael Oldham. 

It concerns the killing, “for security 
reasons,” of a British agent in the service 
of a foreign Power (only one guess as to 
which foreign Power), by a high ranking 
officer of Mid. The romance of the dead 
man’s son with the daughter of his self- 
appointed executioner provides some ex- 
citing situations, but the chief interest of 
the play lies in its implications. The 
ironic contrast between the attitude of or- 
dinary, decent people to a private murder 
(“But it’s my own father you’re calling a 
murderer!) and to legalised public mass- 
murder (“Got the DSO with bar in the 
war, didn’t he? Then he must be all 
right! ’) is clearly brought out, as also the 
different meanings*to be attached to words 
like “patriotism” and “traitor,” and the 
futility of trying to preserve a “way of 
life.” by means that deny it. 

Some of the parts might be better done 
by more experienced actors, but on the 
whole the production is creditably sincere. 
The play asks questions more than answers 
them—what serious play does not?—but 
the questions it asks are just those which 
are never mentioned on the West End stage, 
and which are of vital interest to all who 
are engaged in the struggles against mass- 
murder. , 

Pacifists might well encourage the author 
by going to see his play, and if possible 
ensuring it a wider hearing elsewhere. 


February 1, 1951, PEACE NEWS—3 
World news in brief 


Dutch students form 
anti-militarist group 


A GROUP of students at Amsterdam Uni 

versity have formed a Working Group 
of Anti-militarist Students, which aims at 
raising the issue of anti-militarism among 
students, promoting the knowledge of anti- 
militarist methods amongst its members 
and serving the anti-militarist movement 
as a whole. 


Its members pledge themselves to refuse 
to co-operate in war preparations, and seek 
to find alternative methods of settling 
disputes. 


Twenty-six students had joined the group 
on Jan. 1, and it was expected that the 
membership would reach 40 to 45 very 
shortly. 


OFFICIAL’S TRIBUTE TO 
NORWEGIAN COs 


"HE Norwegian monthly Mot Strommen 

reports significant statements made 
by a high official of the Norwegian Depart- 
ment of Justice. He is responsible for 
deciding whether applications from CO’s to 
do civilian instead of military service shall 
be approved. 

“The man liable to service,” the official 
says, “ must produce evidence that on reli- 
gious or other conscientious grounds he 
cannot carry weapons. . . . Most applica- 
tions are granted, but we must be sure that 
other reasons are not involved. And it is 
no good simply saying that one is against 
war—so are we all.” 

After mentioning that about half the 
applications are on religious grounds, the 
official added, We are very pleased with 
the work done in the civilian camps, and 
by and large the discipline is good. Also 
we expect rather more of those who choose 
civilian work than of ordinary soldiers.” 


Stock-piling holds up cancer 
research 


G PEAKING at a debating club at Salt- 
coats, Ayrshire, last month, Stuart 
Morris, General Secretary of the PPU, said: 


“A Belgian doctor, one of the most noted 
for cancer research, has told me_ that 
although the Belgian Congo has one of the 
biggest uranium mines in the world, he 
cannot procure sufficient material for can- 
cer research, because it is being sold to the 
USA for stock-piling. 


NEW ROLE FOR UNO 


JrroM Nov. 9-13, 1951, about 150 people 

from 16 countries met in Paris for 
the Second Assembly of the People’s World 
Constituent Assembly, their objective being 
“a revision of the United Nations Charter,” 


The Conference petitioned that a world 
parliament be created by adding to the 
present UN General Assembly a second and 
popular chamber in which representatives 
should be elected directly by the people 
on the basis of one delegate per million of 
the population. Voting should be not by 
states but by individuals. 


Michael Howard writes at length on the 
Assembly in the December, 1951, issue of 
the Crusade for World Government News- 
letter (20 Buckingham Street, W.C.2.). 


Plans for Gandhi film 


(GABRIEL PASCAL is to produce a film 

of the life of Gandhi, based on a story 
written by Pyarelal, who was the Mahatma’s 
secretary, and Geza Herszog, a Hollywood 
film writer. 


Aldous Huxley is to collaborate in writ- 
ing the script, and it is expected that Paul 
Muni will play the title role. Pascal plans 
to fly to India in February” or 
March to work out the final details, but pro- 
duction will probably not start until the 
autumn. 


Briefly ... 


“We believe that no differences have yet 
arisen between the nations which cannot 
be settled by negotiation” says the Cam- 
bridge Peace Front, set up at a meeting 
held on Jan, 4 at the Labour Hall. Sup- 
porters include both pacifists and non- 
pacifists. A resolution passed at the in- 
augural meeting called for a halt to the 
arms race and the presence of a British 
delegation at the Korean negotiations, 
and condemned the presence of American 
air bases on British soil under conditions 
which have not been discussed in Parlia- 
ment or revealed to the public. 


Many of the Korean people had completely 
lost their faith in the possibility of a 
better, saner world, said Mrs. Monica 
Felton at a Bucks Peace Council meet- 
ing at High Wycombe recently, but 
there were still some who were hopeful 
of building up their country again if only 
they were left in peace to do it. She 
said that it was up to every one to put 
pressure on the Government to ensure 
ag early conclusion of the Korean peace 
talks. 


A British Esperanto Peace Committee has 
been formed by a group of Esperantists 
who believe that their special gift to peace 
is their international language. Secre- 
tary is Miss F. Paraige, 10 Woronzow 
Road. London, N.W.8. 
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JOHN STRACHEY, War Minister in the Labour Government, writing 
in the Scottish Socialist weekly, Forward, asked — 


WHAT WOULD PACIFISTS DO TO 
EASE WORLD TENSION? 


EACE is no longer a bad word 
provided it is linked with 
strength, preparedness, rearmament 
and atom stockpiles—in the last_re- 
sort, peace at the price of war. But 
peace through surrender of power, 
through sacrifice and goodwill, in a 
word peace through pacifism is 
taboo; for that would be peace at any 
price: 

The weakness of the former method is 
that it has been tried before and failed; of 
the latter, that it has never been tried 
and involves great risks, 

In “Forward” (Dec. 29, 1951) ex-War 
Minister Strachey issued the challenge: 
how would pacifists meet Communist (or 
other) aggression? I aecept the challenge 
and proceed first to the brief outline of 
what many socialists believe to be the 
cause of modern war; for there we will 
probably find our first points of disagree- 
ment. 

The view was ably expounded by John 
Strachey himself in his “ Theory and Prtac- 
tice of Socialism.” ‘War is due to the capi- 
talist rulers who, worsted in the struggle 
for world markets, arm the producing 
millions under their command in an attempt 
to reverse the verdict of the previous 
slaughter. Contemporary wars afe never 
for national liberation nor are they due to 
national sentiment. Until a few years ago 
the Soviet Union was cited as proof of this 
for, while encouraging nationalism among 
its constituent peoples, it nevertheless was 
peaceful, having no need of spoils. 


Nor is war due to the evil genius of 
rulers and cabinets, since these have no 
power apart from the classes which 
sustain them. 

Finally, the theory that wars arise from 
the repressed impulses in man’s nature is 
rejected as disastrously false for it blinds 
men to the real, effective cause of war, 
namely the capitalist system of production 
for profit. Nothing but Socialism can pre- 
vent a new and endless series of world-wide 
wars. 

The pacifist, on the other hand, is not 
prepared to assign to war any single cause. 
But he does offer four propositons which 
he considers proven by history. 

1. The real aims of any war are never 
those stated by the rulers responsible 
for involving their peoples. 


2. The peoples, left to themselves, would 
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not engage in war, for it is necessary 
to conscript them and threaten them 

with execution if they refuse. 
. The common people, even on the noni- 
nally victorious side, are worse off after 
than before any war or than they would 
have been if war had not occurred. 
Armed strength does not prevent war but 
merely increases fear on all sides, stimu- 
lates the potential enemy to flog his 
people to greater efforts, and tempts one 
side or the other to risk all in a bloody 
gamble, 

% 
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Attacks on pacifism become more acute 
when war fever is rising. Then the chal- 
lenge is issued: what would pacifists do 
now? But pacifist proposals are always 
ignored when the times are more propi- 
tious for their application, for example .n 
the closing stages and at the end of wars. 


From 1914 to 1918 pacifists urged peace 
by negotiation; the retort then was that 
German militarism must be eliminated and 
the Kaiser hanged. In 1919 they urged 
no indemnities or reparations but were 
swamped with the ery: “Starve the Huns 
—make Germany pay.” So we starved 
them and made them pay, and after 1930 
they flocked to support the saviour who 
led them into war again. 

From 1939 to 1945 pacifists again 
strove to restore sanity; but the demand 
for unconditional surrender prolonged 
the madness. 


The pacifist said: “ At least when the war 
ends let us play the good Samaritan; 
wherever people are hungry and naked, 
let us try to feed and clothe them. Let us 
sacrifice such comforts as we may still pos- 
sess to spread peace and_ friendship 
throughout the world, to allies and 
enemies alike; it will cost less than arma- 
ments anyhow.’ ‘Instead we held firmly to 
the motto of the old Border raiding clan: 
“You will want before we want.” 


The anticipated spoils were divided at 
Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam; the atom 
bombs were dropped, the German criminals 
tried and hanged, the futile non-fraterni- 
sation and impoverishment policy pursued 
in Germany, and peace-time conscription 
imposed. - 


Today, squeezed between USA and 
Russia, a sitting target for the bombs of 
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A hand out- 


stretched in peace and friendship. 
Will you take it? 


That's NEWS, the new Soviet Magazine. 


Often quoted in the world’s press, NBWS 
is an attempt to improve Anglo-Soviet understanding 
and maintain World Peace by a frank exchange of 


views on the problems facing 
The more people 


our two peoples. 
who read—and write to 


—-NEWS, the greater the possibilities of mutual under- 
standing, and, where understanding grows, the danger 


of war diminishes. 


Take out a trial subscription to this peace 


magazine, take the hand outstretched to you. 


this coupon TODAY! 


Subscription Rates: 


10s. @ year, 
To COLLET'S Subscriptio 
40, Gt. 
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month’s subscription to NEWS 


Send off 


5s. for six months. 


n Department, 
Russell Street, London, W.C.1I. 


Below, Dr. W. S. CORMACK takes 
up the challenge. He foined the Inde- 
pendent Labour Party during World War 
I and became a conscientious objector, 
Serving prison sentences in Wormwood 
Scrubs and Dartmoor. Dr. Cormack 
has since twice been an ILP Parliament- 
ary candidate and is very active in the 
Glasgow Fabian Society. 


either or both, Britain pawns her future, 
ruins her economy by feverish rearmament 
against an erstwhile ally, and seems on the 
brink of rearming our enemies of two wars. 


But what would pacifists do now? The 
visk and sacrifice is greater now than it 
would have been either in 1919 or in 1945, 
but the pacifist answer is the same. 

By reajly disarming let us make clear 
to the world that Britain menaces no one 
and desires to remain neutral in any future 
conflict, moderating the ferocity and heal- 
ing the wounds of both contestants, and 
patiently offering mediation. Let us re- 
organise our economy on Socialist lines so 
that we may maintain our population by 
hard work and honest exchange of our 
neutral resources and industrial products. 
This means resigning our claim to bea great 
power in the current sense of that term. 

That, if you will, is the core of the paci- 
fist case: given the choice of peace or 
power we choose peace. 


THE MODERN 


By A Student of 


“VFENHE Modern Revolution,” by 


Nikolaus Koch is not a blue 
print for a non-violent revolution, 
but a defence of non-violent action 
both in Germany and at this his- 


torical juncture. 


The book is the result of much thought, 
study and discussion and provides some well 
considered and convincing arguments to 
show that the method of war and_ violence 
has become obsolete by over-reaching itself 
and that present-day Germany is the ideal 
starting point for non-violent action In the 
face of many social evils and the danger of 
remilitarisation. 


The author was conscripted into the Ger- 
man army in the last war and experienced 
fighting on the Russian front. Aiter the 
war he was active in youth groups of the 
Christian-Democratic Party, which he later 
left in protest against its reactionary ten- 
dencies. He became the co-founder and first 
head of the German Peace Academy ” at 
Bad Harzburg, and now stands in the frent 
line of the non-violent struggle for a re- 
united free and peaceful Germany. 


The texture of this book is so close-knit 
that it is not easy to single out any parti- 
cular strands without damaging the fabric, 
but in the following an attempt has been 
made to reveal the pattern. 


The end of “ Realpolitik” 


The aim of violence in politics has, in the 
eyes of those who employed it, never been 
a wholly destructive one. Violence was 
used to destroy something harmful in order 
to put something better, or at least more 
advantageous, in its place. 


Modern science, however, offers almost 
unlimited means of destruction to those who 
advocate power politics, and they must use 
it in order to gain their objective. But in 
so doing, they cannot help destroying at the 
same time every chance of working out their 
positive and constructive aims. 


Thus the vicious circle is complete, and 
violence has come to the end of its tether. 
Non-violence, the author concludes, is there- 
fore only another word for “ self-rejecting 
violence.” It is time for pacifism to realise 
that its utopian period is past, and for poli- 
ticians to become aware of the fact that 
their “ Realpolitik ” has become utopian. 


Germany’s implicit belief in the virtue of 
power as such caused her to act with stupid 
violence while she had power, and is today 
responsible for the general feeling of com- 
plete helplessness. The German nation 
longs for radical changes in the political, 
economic and social fields. It dare not de- 
mand them because it believes that they can 
only be achieved by violent means and that 
violence can but increase its misery. That 
is the German dilemma at this moment. 


If the people can be made aware of 
the fact that there is a third way be- 
twen acquiescence and violence, they will 
take it. 

It has been'said that the Germans will 
never make a revolution except by permis- 
sion of the authorities, and it is true that 
the German, while capable of incredible 
efforts so long as someone else has the re- 


NIGHT RAID 


Up from the depths of quiet forget- 
fulness in sleep 

I come, to see that it is yet not day 

But know the dark and peaceful night 
is rent 

A nd with a sigh [ turn again, and say— 

“There goes the Christian antidote to 
Anti-Christ, 

Heavy with bombs it thunders through 
the night.” 

And softly through its cehn I can hear 
& volee— 

“Have L not told you—two 
make no right 2” 


PEARL MARTIN TUPPER 


wrongs 


Of course tnere is a preat risk. Rulers 
not so cultured or Christian as ours may 
turn envious eyes on our militarily wea 
but morally wealthy people. Not everyone 
believes that the meek shall inherit the 
earth, 

But is that risk any greater than that 
we now run? 

~ 


In the dark days of the war the slogan 
“ Britain can take it ’ was coined. Why not 
now “Britain can do it!’ Do what? 
Create a Ministry of Peace whose head 
would be in the Cabinet second only, if that, 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
abolish the Ministries of War and Defence. 

Set an example to the world in the renun- 
ciation of armed power as an instrument of 
naticnal policy. Stir the hearts of the com- 
mon people—white, yellow and black—in all 
countries who simply want, as most of us 
do, to be relieved of the fear of war, to bend 
their energies to defeat poverty and diseases 
and to see their families grow up in a worl 
better than that they inherited. 


Dismiss this as idealism if you care; but 
remember it was this very idealism that 
inspired the prophets from Isiah to the 
founders of the Labour Party when they set 
about the task of creating a Socialist 
Britain. 

Reprinted from Forward 
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German Affairs 


sponsibility, will evade personal responsi- 
bility, especially political responsibility a5 
long as possible. 

But driven into a position of a final and 
inescapable “I can do no other,” he wi 
overcome his cowardice and dare anything: 

Non-violent action is a matter for per- 
sonal decision taken by a few, but a few 
are sufticient to change a society whic 
is ripe for that particular change, 

To make the law of the smal! number an 
integral part of common knowledge is to 
resolve the impotence of a mass-mind 
world. 
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Fulfilment of democracy | Secondly 
If the non-violent revolution is to becom@ = ——___ 
effective, non-violence as a method and 4 
way of life will have to be brought into re- 
lation with the three most important in- } 
fluences of our time, ie. Christianity, Demo- 
cracy and Communism. igh this is 
i 6 i — A “ith vi ht to sele 
Non-violence is obviously in keeping wi MWe nov 
the fundamental principles of Christian grmplete Ai 
teaching, but where it takes a stand against “@ therefor: 
power politics, it comes up against the time- a Send 
honoured alliance between Church an te; than 
State, and as long as this alliance in the PP incl 
accepted sense lasts, official co-operation bY — Plaga ne a 
the Churches in non-violent action agains’ | evens, ( 
war preparations is not to be expected. | crotary's 
On the other hand, non-violence as prac- hag order 
tised by Gandhi has reunited politics an@ | 
conscience, and where non-violence is @ Fr} 
necessity, as in the Germany of todayr LONDON 
Christianity for the first time in its historYy  pjthe-Fielg,’: 
has a chance of becoming uncompromisingly Paget The I 
and immediately political ' ; ck NDON, 
There can be no true democracy without | agit: Discus 
the renunciation of violence, for violence im- Centr, ead 
plies the spirit of, and the will to, unilatera se: 
action, expressing both disrespect for thé Satu 
victim and inhumanity on the part of thos® |» “ltHay 
who become violent. Genuine democracy | Mag! Seymo 
must therefore be in favour of non-violencer | | Lon PRU 
which is but the fulfilment of a fundamental gio. B DON. 
democratic duty. ee 
: "YY: The R 
There are as yet many obstacles in the | 
path of non-violent infiltration into thé Sor 
very rigid structure of Communist doctrine rNOrting: 
Communism rejects war in so far as it i§ ange Lune: 
a means of exploiting the workers and pro- Conscrip 
vides capitalism with a safety valve in its na 
recurrent economic crises (to deprive cap¥ ytuppyp 
talism of this safety valve is, in the author$ jena, el 
opinion, the motive at the back of the Con % pry, 
munist peace campaign), but still believes / : 
that war may bring about world revolutio? ae Tue: 
and ultimately the classless society. SaaS: 7 
Yet there can be no doubt that if Com) yl "ne 
munism found the courage to reconsider if tev NZANC, 
theory of revolution and decided on nom 1 Sho, Tord 
violence, the anti-Communist forces woul Roy a 
have lost a decisive battle and possibly the} | 
last. t edn 
Ce AMBor~ 
: 3 Sh RN 
In the Germany of today the consequenc& , ayitre; pp. , 
of original Christian thought, of Wester? Fon War, an 
democracy and of radical Socialism con Ir. Keys: 
verge, and her fate depends on the spit Gs. wit 


of this meeting. A new socialism ma? 
unite faith, liberty and justice in a non 
violent revolution. 


Revolution Tiibingen) © 
available. 
Britain from Housman’s 


Blackstock Road, N.4., Price 3s, 6d. 
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Lansbury’s peace proposals 
HAVIC just read Postgate’s Life of 
George Lansbury and been very moved 
by it. Again and again | had the feeling 
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that history miwht have been changed and 
a great step forward in social and interna- 
tional progress have been taken if only his 
colleagues had been of like inflexible prin- 
Cipla and sinvle mindedness. Especially was I 
moved by the story of that last epic journey 
he took; alone, in failing health and with 
no encouragement except from a few paci- 
fists in the PPU and the FoR, he toured the 
Capitals of the great powers in a last des- 
Perate effort to prevent the war. His bio- 
Srapher did not agree with him at this 
Juncture and therefore he only gives us the 
( bare facts without laying: sufficient em- 

Dhasis on the great possibilities if only 
‘Nose he spoke.with had felt that he repre- 
Sented an appreciable number of his fel- 
\ 40W citizens. 

Has the Peace Pledge Union got a fuller 
Story of what happened and of the practical 
Plan for world co-operation to end economic 
CMsis which he worked oul? Could it be 

Written up in a pamphlet ? Here was a 
Very great man whose work has not been 
Sufficiently appreciated and who could be an 
Inspiration to us today. 

LESLEY LEWIS 


Elin Wagner 


JALIN WAGNER, a Swedish Quaker and 

famous wuthor, died in January 1949. 
She was the second woman member (after 
Selma Lagerl6f) of the Swedish Academy. 


) 1 have been commissioned to write the 
| ography of Elin Wagner who visited 
| £ngland‘and Ireland many time, especially 
‘N the 1920’s and 80’s and met several 
Friends in Great Britain. 
. She also spoke at several public meetings 
‘ London in the ’20’s. 


| , | would be very grateful if those, who 


Sr 


2 general support of political moves that 
may obviate war, and also in supporting in- 
ternational friendship, ete. 

Here is where the difficulties arise, since 
there are other evils beside war, such as, 
for instance, tyranny and slavery. 

It is wrong to make war to destroy 
tyranny, but it is also wrong to support 
tyranny to prevent war. The technique of 
non-violence provides the solution to this 
dilemma, but nevertheless, there are many 
complications, and pacifist activities of the 
second kind require, I think, the utmost 
caution and clear thinking. 


J. W. SUAW 


c/o 37 St. Barnabas Road, 
Cambridge. 


A new way 


N his recent letter on the “ Road to Neu- 
trality,” Wilfred Wellock broadly out- 
lines the programme required for “ develop- 
ing a reasonably balanced agro-industrial 
economy.” 


in this programme he includes “a new 
way of life in persons,” and indicates that 
this should shift the emphasis at present on 
urban life to the rural setting. 

During the war and since, hundreds of 
pacifists have tried to change their lives 
along these lines: some through community; 
some on an independent basis; and others 
in ordinary employment on the farm or 
olher employment ancillary to agriculture. 


To enquire into the success or failure of 
such projects is to miss the point. There 
is however, a great need for authentic and 
objective records of the course taken by 
these pilot schemes in new living. 

lt is true that Wellock’s pioneer work in 
this sphere is inadequately recognised. 
Even so, if the pacifist movement is ever 
to have a vital impact on society, a halt 
must be called to the constant theorising 


Gandhian way of life are studiously avoided 
by his self-styled apostles in what they call 
* Operation. Gandhi.” 

That is why “ Operation Gandhi” will 
have as. much effect on the course of events 
as the pouting of a naughty child has on the 
career of its schoolmistress. 

R. M. CLARKE 


Dittisham, Devon. 


Facing the issue 


TEXONIGHT I have been to see the film 
“The Red Badge of Courage ” and have 
also read the latest number of Peace News. 
The combination of the two has made me 
realise that [ can no longer avoid facing the 
issue of my own attitude to war. For some 
time now it has been nagging me and I have 
just not had the courage to make up my 
mind. But now I know where I stand. 

Believing, as I do, in God and having that 
belief as the foundation of my life I can no 
longer run away from the truth that if I 
really love and trust Him in all things then 
I have nothing to fear. This is the way of 
love, of victory through the spirit, the way 
which Mahatma Gandhi trod and which I 
know now is the only possible way for me. 
Whatever ridicule or hardship it may bring, 
if I am true to what I believe, there can be 
no other. 

What a relief it is at last to be certain of 
where I stand in the present world situation. 

I am opposed to Marxist Communism as 
a whole, though I do find that parts of its 
philosophy are_of value, but feel sure that 
the only way its evil aspects can be truly 
defeated is by opposing it with a truer faith, 
a faith founded im God. 

For I am certain that Marxism has 
failed its original high purpose of improv- 
ing the lot of mankind, becayse it denied 
from the beginning the most significant as- 
pect of man’s life: that is his relationship 
to his Creator. We, therefore, must show 
to the best of our ability that we believe 
there is a better way, by overcoming our 
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Up and doing! 


NON-CONTROVERSIAL 
PRGPAGANDA 
A FTER 


4 


some negotiations British 
Railways have acceded to Wands- 
worth Group’s request for a poster site 
on the local railway station. 

Posters must be ‘“non-controversial” 
(like, presumably, “ Guinness is Good 
For You ’—and “It’s a Man’s Life! ”), 
and several ot the standard Peace News 
posters are Jikely to be acceptable. 

This is a good way of advertising 
our paper, and a part of the important 
jeb of keeping open channels of pub- 
licity which are increasingly being 
closed against minority opinions. 

Will you or your Group sponsor 
Peace News poster displays on the 
local station? We shall be glad to 
send details on request. 

HFM. 


Circulation last week, 12,300 


Dr. Helen M. Wilson 


PPE death has accurred, at the age of 87, 

of Dr. Helen M. Wilson who for most 
of her life Hived and worked in Sheffield. 
She was a pioneer of many things, not least 
in Settlement work, and the Settlement she 
helped to create in a poor district of Shef- 
field (where incidentally one of the first 
legal advice centres was opened) has been 
renamed after her. 


She was a keen supporter of the League 
of Nations but moved more and more into 
pacifism. She was Chairman of the Shef- 
field Branch of the No More War Movement 
during the time when the merging of that 
organisation with the Peace Pledge Union 
was taking place. When all was well she 
gave up the chair; and that was typical of 
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WILL LABOUR STAND 


FIRM ON 


EGYPT? 


(Continued from page one) 


to Attlee, Shinwell, and the others who 
so strongly advocated the rearmament 
programme this time last year, but that 
makes no difference to the fact that the 
Labour Party rank and file want to see 
strong vigorous opposition all along the 
line to Churchill and all that his policy 
implies. 
Labour will stand firm on China, but if 
will have to do so on Egypt as well. 
One of the great boasts of British Labour 
has been that it gave independence to 


Is collective security 
police action? 


"PHE theme of a recent meeting of the 
Loadon Group of the Labour Pacifist 
Fellowship, addressed by Robert S. W. Pol- 
lard was “Is Collective Security Police 
Action ?” : : 

The police force, he said, dealt with the 
individual offender in the interests of 
Society and of the offender, and reform was 
a vital factor. It would hardly be said that 
this applied to the situation in Korea today. 
“ Armies make a desert and call it peace,” 
and war was always war whatever name 
was given to it. ; 

The speaker commended to his audience 
the booklet “ Steps to Peace,” prepared by 
American Friends. which, he said, con- 
tained many practical proposals which 
pacifists should consider. : 

Ron Huzzard. who took the chair, 
appealed for more pacifist members of the 
Labour Party to join the Fellowship. 


OPERATION GANDHI 


AN appeal for three categories of sup- 
~~“ porters for further action by Operation 
Gandhi was made at a one-day conference 
in London last week. They were: 

1. Those willing to face imprisonment. 

2. Those willing to support an action 
without committing an act of civil dis- 
obedience. 

3. Those willing to give financial and 
other support to the dependants of those 
imprisoned. | 
A number of those willing to face im- 

prisonment will be meeting in London this 
week to further the work of Operation | 


Gandhi. 
® KENYA 


(Continued from page one) 


Britain aims at stopping once and for all 
these encroachments on African lands and 
at giving Africans the right to land in any 
part of Kenya. 

It is an outrage that great areas of fer- 
tile land which are at present unused are 
denied to Africans. It is an outrage that 
further white settlement should be taking | 
place when there is acute land famine 
among Africans. 

This is racial discrimination at its wor st: 
it quite openly encourages the white man at 
the cost of mass African poverty. The 
royal tour and all the emotional bally-hoo 
worked up around it becomes nauseating 
hypocrisy against such a background. 
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| plied by Friendship News, 


India ,Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon and de- 
parted from tne traditional policy of im- 
perialism. 


A nineteenth century tradition 


But is not our presence in Egypt 


continuation of imperialist strategy? We 


are behaving there in the tradition of the | 


nineteenth century, when the old considera- 
tions of strategy no longer obtain. 

Our top military advisers are no doubt 
thinking of the long term war with the 
Soviet Union. But again they are thinking 
ip terms of the nineteenth century and not 
in terms of the century which has made 
the atom bomb a great if not decisive 
factor. 

How can British Labour logically sup- 
port a war in Egypt when it almost won 
the last election by its determination not 
to get into a war over Persian oil? 

No, the British Labour Party has de- 
elared against nineteenth century colonial- 
ism in India and must do so in Egypt as 
well. 

If it is to voice the opinion of the rank 
and file, Labour must oppose economy cuts 
in education, the health services, housing 
and al] the other proposals for economies 
which will reduce the standard of life of 
the British people. 

That means that the Labour Party must 
change its attitude towards rearmament 
and demand a new foreign policy. And 
the sooner and better. 


REARMAMENT WILL LEAD TO 
WAR — Debating Society 
A 


MOTION “ That rearmament will in- 

evitably lead to war” was carried by 
four votes (with several abstentions) at the 
Orpington (Kent) Debating Society last 
week. 

Mr. C. C. Baillie, proposing the motion, 
said, according to a report in the Orpington 
Journal, that rearmament, by causing’ in- 
creasing shortages and lower standards of 
living, would eventually produce an em- 
bittered and frustrated people, who would 
f into war to use the armaments 
which had been piled up at such sacrifice, 

His opponent, Mr. G Dixon, while 
agreeing that rearmament was crazy, said 
that this was a crazy world, and claimed 
that conditions for peace were better now 
because of rearmament. 


FRIENDSHIP NEWS 
The picture accompanying last week's 
article “The IFL comes of age” was sup- 
the IFL’s 
monthly magazine. 
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war, butit isa sure hope of victory 


blasted.—Mr. 


Washington, Jan. 17, 1952. 


with fear .. 


typify people in an atomic war. 


T is perhaps not very remarkable 
that few people care to. use their 
imagination, since to project oneself 
into the feelings, either physical or 
mental, of another person in pain or 
grief, or persons involved in some 
terrible catastrophe, is exceedingly 
distressing. The phrase: “I can’t 
bear to think about it,” is the ex- 
pression of a deliberate refusal to 
use the imagination. 

It would seem sometimes that the leaders 


of this country, both Socialist and Con- 
servative, either have no imagination, or 
prefer, like many others, not to use it. It 


is no doubt important, from the point of 
view of a Government preparing to ‘“ de- 
fend ” their country with atomic weapons, 
to prevent their people from imagining the 
consequences. 


In order to do this it is argued in Govern- 
ment White Papers, and Pamphlets on 
“ Atomic Defence,” that the towns of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki were taken by sur- 
prise, and that proper preparations for de- 
fence would have saved many from the ter- 
rible and unforeseen consequences to the 
human frame of atomic blast, and also from 
the “atomic disease,” as the Japanese in 
their ignorance called the effects of radio- 
| activity, from which so many died in dread- 
ful agony within 24 hours of the explosion. 


+ 


This is really no answer at all since one 
bomb only was exploded over Hiroshima 
and one over Nagasaki, and to read of what 
one bomb did to one Japanese town and its 
250,000 inhabitants, should be sufficient to 
| prove to people of ordinary intelligence that 
several days of bombardment with hundreds 
of atomic bombs would reduce survivors, if 
there were any, to gibbering lunatics. 


Yet Mr. Churchill implores the USA to 
keep their atomic weapons against all argu- 
| ments, petitions or demands for their re- 
| moval, in order to preserve peace, and re- 
fuses to face the fact that these weapons 
are not a means for preserving peace, but 
for waging war. 


| If Mr. Churchill is not afraid, morally or 


A Pacifist 


By PERCY 


VERYBODY knows that in the 
world of art, Rubens is an ack- 
nowledged great master. Yet few, 
perhaps, are familiar with his picture 
in the National Gallery, London, 
“Allegory on the Blessings of Peace.” 


Despite the sword of knighthood which 
he was content to wear, Rubens did 
genuinely believe in what his canvas repre- 
sented. ‘‘ Ideas, for him,” E. H. Gumbrich 
has written in “ The Story of Art” (Phai- 
don Press) ‘“‘ were not pale abstractions but 
forceful realities.’ Besides, Rubens is said 
to have given the picture to Charles I of. 
England, to induce him to make peace with 
Spain. 

‘The Spanish war was not about modern 
Communism but ancient Catholicism. But 
what a thing it is to be in arms against an 
ideological enemy! “ Every English Catho- 
lic,” wrote John Richard Green in his 
“Short History,” “seemed to Protestant 
eyes an enemy at home. A Protestant who 
leaned towards Catholic usage and dogma 
was a secret traitor in the ranks.” But the 
artist of the ‘‘ Allegory ” did not take the 
view that there are countries with which 
no agreements are possible unless based on 
bigger and more blasting bombs. Whatever 
the other man’s creed, peace came first. 

In his great picture, ‘“ Minerva, the god- 
dess of wisdom and civilising arts,” drives 
away war’s incarnate Fury, and Mars also; 
while in the new tranquility, freed from 
terror, little children come happily to Peace, 
as to her babe she quietly gives her breast. 
And in the foreground, with dancing figures 
of joy, there are “ gorgeous fruits, symbols 
of plenty as only Rubens could conceive 
them.” Thus a very great artist practised 
art for peace sake. 


She stopped a war 


sf HAVE come to stop the war.” 

True, the conflict was between 
African tribes merely, and the peace- 
maker was a solitary Scots mis- 
sionary, Mary Slessor. 

Up country in the Calabar of 1888, a death 
by accident had let loose inter-tribal hatred 
and vengeance. At the climax Mary Sles- 
sor’s own villagers had outwitted her in 
their march to destroy the object of their 
! hate. But she arrived just in time to throw 


Miscellany 


REDFERN 


herself between the armed forces, saying 

to the embattled enemy, “I salute you.” 
No one answered. What business had she 

to interfere in a man’s war? But rather 


| 


Any instant now there might be another great flash overhead. 


like Lady Cicely in Shaw’s “ Captain Brass- | 


bound,” Mary Slessor laughingly teased the 
warriors, until one old chief whom she had 
once nursed drew away from the fighters 
and called for a peace talk. 

A successful palaver followed, although 
the missionary was not helped by gin flow- 
ing at the end instead of gore! Still, its 
effects were infinitely easier to deal with. 

The missionary, whose biography was 
published by Hodder and Stoughton in 1916, 
was known as “ The White Queen of Oko- 
yong.” One might say, The O.K. Queen of 
Peace ! 


_Emrys Hughes, M.P. 
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SYBIL MORRISON 


Victory or Peace? 


The North Atlantic Treaty is not only the surest yuarantee of prevention of 
‘ should our hopes of preventing war be 
Winston Churchill, Ottawa, Jan. 15, 1952. 


7 , , , 3 ., 2 ei 
Be careful above all things, members of Congress, not to let go the atomic 
weapon until you are sure, and more than sure, that other means of preserving 
peace are im _your hands.—Mr. Winston Churchill, Address to Congress, 


1 wag shaking 


. that was why I couldn't get up the nerve to cut across the 
shelterless wastes to the ruins of my home. ; 


This quality of desperate fear will 


, ate We survivors were paralysed with constant 
dread. Human activities stopped dead.—Takashi Nagai in “ We Of Nagasaki.” 


physically, of using such foul means in 
order to secure victory, which, for his own 
and our comfort he declares to be the 
alternative should his “surest zuarantee” for 
peace turn out to be no guarantee at all, 
why should he suppose that Stalin would 
hesitate ? 
~ 


Myr. Churchill, like many others, wants to 
have it both ways; he wants to ensure 
peace, and by the same means ensure vit- 
tory in wa% The fruits of our last vietory 
are already sour and hateful in our mouths, 
for since that fearful August day in 1945, 


when it seemed that “ man’s inhumanity to - 


man ” had reached its most abysmal depths 
of depravity and brutality, even more 
devastating weapons of destruction have 


been devised and it is obvious that peace iS 


not one of the fruits of the victory, 


Victory in war will be meaningless if the 
world is laid waste, andt the millions 0 
human beings inhabiting it are either dead 
or mad. The deliberate refusal to imagine 
this, because it is an unbearable thought, is 
in rtself a process of moral disintegration» 
it 1s not the physical horrors alone, ghastly 
and terrifying though they are, that appal 
the mind in reading “We of Nagasaki,” 
it is the fearful revelation of the evil root 
of war which could have led to the deli- 
berate use of such dreadful means for any 
reason on earth. 


_ The atom bomb was the inevitable exter 
sion of the high explosive, and the excusé 
for that, as well as for any other weapon: 
is always the same—victo 
in war have never been v 
the struggle for peace will be won only 
when war itself is recognised for what it i8 
—a crime against God and man—and! 
when, once and for all, it is renounced. 
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